
Queen's Own 

The Official Mercedes Lackey Fan Club 

Series 3, Vol. 22, No. 12 

 

December 2020 

 

 

Valdemar Crest 

By  

Larry Dixon 



Heyla, Misty fans! 

I thought that since many of you are probably on vacation and looking for 

something “Misty-oriented” to do, I thought I’d give you a brief rundown of the 

opportunities on Facebook. 

 

Our main club, Queen’s Own, has both a page and a chat list.  The page is 

mainly for upcoming news, while the chat list is for anything related to Misty 

and Valdemar.  Roleplays are announced here and usually occur on the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (except November and December because of the 

holidays).  You don’t have to have an approved person to like the page and join 

the chat list, but you will have to have one to join the RP.  If you want to create 

one using the handouts Misty designed, go to 

www.dragonlordsnet.com/qohandouts.htm and follow the instructions on the 

handout of your choice. 

 

The online chapter of Queen’s Own is the very active Queen’s Own (Valdemar 

Fan Club).  You do not have to have a persona to join.  They focus on all things 

Misty but especially Valdemar. 

 

The Vanyel Fan Club, as the name implies, focuses on everything Vanyel.  

Right now we are doing a book study of Magic’s Pawn, going through a couple 

of pages a day.  Posts to the main page are also welcome. 

 

The Mercedes Lackey List is not affiliated with Queen’s Own, but it is highly 

active and covers all things Misty.  It is highly recommended.   

 

For those of you who do not have Facebook, you can find many things Misty at 

www.dragonlordsnet.com/qo.htm.  I’m currently recoding the Bookstore, but I 

have a few things up.  Proceeds go to the expenses of running the club. 

 

Have a Happy New Year! 

 

Zhai’helleva, 

Herald-Mage Adept Danya Winterborn 

☼ 

 

http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qohandouts.htm
http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qo.htm


 

From the Tor Website:  https://www.tor.com/2020/06/01/thats-why-its-

called-fantasy-an-interview-with-mercedes-

lackey/?fbclid=IwAR3iv4rVRgDtCGQL6JT3k4dU65S2NUuyjlZsSxV9j4XNNZzcZ

qipi3hvsd4 

 

“That’s why it’s called fantasy”: An Interview With Mercedes Lackey 
Ellen Cheeseman-Meyer 
Mon Jun 1, 2020 1:30pm  

 
 

Mercedes Lackey published her first novel, Arrows of the Queen, in 1987. Since 

then she’s published well over a hundred more books and an impressive 

quantity of short fiction both as a solo writer and in collaboration with others. 

At this point, it should surprise no one to hear that I’m a huge fan. So when I 

heard that Lackey and her partner and co-writer Larry Dixon would be Guests 

of Honor at this year’s WorldCon in New Zealand, I proposed that Tor.com send 

me there to interview her; Tor declined to buy me a plane ticket to New 

Zealand, even though it was 2019 and no one had even heard of coronavirus. 

But we decided to pursue the interview part of my proposal, which is how I 

wound up exchanging a series of emails with Mercedes Lackey while she was 

on a road trip over the winter holidays last year. 

https://www.tor.com/2020/06/01/thats-why-its-called-fantasy-an-interview-with-mercedes-lackey/?fbclid=IwAR3iv4rVRgDtCGQL6JT3k4dU65S2NUuyjlZsSxV9j4XNNZzcZqipi3hvsd4
https://www.tor.com/2020/06/01/thats-why-its-called-fantasy-an-interview-with-mercedes-lackey/?fbclid=IwAR3iv4rVRgDtCGQL6JT3k4dU65S2NUuyjlZsSxV9j4XNNZzcZqipi3hvsd4
https://www.tor.com/2020/06/01/thats-why-its-called-fantasy-an-interview-with-mercedes-lackey/?fbclid=IwAR3iv4rVRgDtCGQL6JT3k4dU65S2NUuyjlZsSxV9j4XNNZzcZqipi3hvsd4
https://www.tor.com/2020/06/01/thats-why-its-called-fantasy-an-interview-with-mercedes-lackey/?fbclid=IwAR3iv4rVRgDtCGQL6JT3k4dU65S2NUuyjlZsSxV9j4XNNZzcZqipi3hvsd4
https://www.tor.com/2020/06/01/thats-why-its-called-fantasy-an-interview-with-mercedes-lackey/
https://www.tor.com/author/ellen-cheeseman-meyer/


This interview has been waiting for publication since then so we could 

coordinate with the release of Spy, Spy Again, Lackey’s newest Valdemar story, 

on June 9th. And while we have been waiting, the world has changed in 

dramatic and unexpected ways. In early May, as I was making final revisions 

and updates, I sent Lackey more questions and she answered those too. Lackey 

was incredibly gracious and generous with her time, and I felt like I’d been let 

loose in a candy store. 

 

Ellen Cheeseman-Meyer: You are one of the most prolific, productive 

writers in SFF, while also having avocations—like rehabilitating raptors—

that require a great deal of time and energy. You have an incredibly 

badass attitude towards writers’ block. What other factors in your life 

have played important roles in facilitating your writing? 

Mercedes Lackey: Well, Larry and I always say “My mortgage is my muse.” 

When you write for a living, you simply can’t take the time for “artistic crisis” 

so you just don’t have one. I started writing in part hoping to escape from a 

simply horrible day-job that entailed (sometimes multiple) middle of the night 

calls to fix things that generally were not only not my fault but more often than 

not were the fault of an entirely different department. It also frequently involved 

working on weekends. Not only was this not paid overtime, we weren’t even 

compensated with one-to-one time off. It was TEN hours worked for ONE hour 

off. So if I have a badass attitude it was because I started off writing under 

awful conditions, and the uncertainties of writing for a living are a lot less 

stressful than what I started out with. 

  

ECM: Filk played a significant role in the beginning of your career. You 

wrote a lot of it, and you wrote filks about your books. For a number of 

fans, filk is a foreign country. Who are the filk artists we should all be 

listening to now? 

 



ML: To be honest, I’ve been out of the filking community for so long that I 

actually don’t know anymore. The more I became known for prose instead of 

songs, the more I backed off from filk. The main reason is that I didn’t want to 

run over the top of people who were known only for their filk; it seems very 

discourteous of me to turn up at a filksing to have people calling out for me to 

sing something of mine out of turn in the circle when there are people sitting 

there, waiting patiently for their turn. And there I am, taking up time and 

spotlight that should rightfully be theirs. 

A second reason I backed off is because the older I got, the less I was 

able to take the late nights. These days it’s “Filking starts at midnight!” “My 

bedtime starts at ten, enjoy!” 

And a third reason is because I was never better than a not-horrible 

guitarist. I could continue to use my time to play not-horrible guitar, or I could 

do things I do well, like beadwork, and I made that conscious decision and 

have not regretted it. 

 ECM: Your books, the Valdemar series in particular, hit a lot of readers 

between the ages of twelve and fifteen. What were you reading when you 

were that age? Which of those books do you feel had the most impact for 

you? 

ML: Andre Norton! Oh my god, I read every single book she ever wrote, and 

those were in the days when it was VERY difficult to get books. No internet, no 

big chain bookstores, usually the only books I got were those I mailed away for, 

usually the Ace books at a whopping 35 cents a pop, or the now-and-again 

additions to our public library. I even wrote Norton fanfic before I even knew 

there were such things, or zines, or conventions. I think I first heard of cons 

from one of the magazines—Amazing, maybe—that had an article about one of 

the Worldcons. That would have been about 1963ish. And all I could do was 

wish I had some way to get to one of these magical gatherings where there were 



people who loved the same books I did. To be fair, I read virtually everyone that 

was being published back then too, Bradbury, Clarke, Asimov, Heinlein. I’d say 

Heinlein was my second favorite after Norton, tied with Bradbury. I didn’t 

discover Sturgeon until I was about sixteen, otherwise he’d have been tied with 

Norton. 

  

ECM: What are you reading right now? 

ML: Aside from stuff for research, I found a wonderful writer in those BookBub 

free books—Charlotte English. She writes what I would call “Modern Dunsany.” 

Absolutely delightful, real “wonder tales.” She also has a “Modern Magick” 

series that makes me think of a magical John Steed and Emma Peel. 

I also got the entire 13-book compilation of Theodore Sturgeon, which literally 

includes everything he ever wrote–Westerns, “modern magazine stories,” the 

works. It’s wonderful to have all of that at my fingertips because I missed so 

much of it when he was publishing. 

 ECM: What do you see as the most significant changes in the YA and 

fantasy genres in the past 10-20 years? 

ML: For YA, it’s mostly that YA IS a genre now. It certainly never used to be, 

but that may be because of the literary crowd’s perception that all SF and 

fantasy were adolescent in nature. Certainly I remember vividly how indignant 

Margaret Atwood was at the idea that A Handmaid’s Tale could be lumped in 

with science fiction. Now she seems to have embraced it. 

And that’s probably the other big change, thanks in no small part to A Song of 

Ice and Fire—nobody looks down their noses at fantasy anymore. 

  

ECM: Over the years, the world of Valdemar and the kingdoms that 

surround it has become increasingly detailed and intricate. Books have 

described Haven’s sewage system, how the Palace recycles parchment, 



and the roads in addition to the political system and international 

relations. What aspects of worldbuilding do you find reveal the most about 

a fantasy world? 

ML: I’m not all that fond of writing Epic Fantasy; that’s where my co-writer 

James Mallory shines. I prefer stories from the point of view of the not-so-

important people; when you think about it, most of what a Herald does is being 

a glorified circuit-court-rider and newsboy. So I tend to think about the things 

that impact ordinary peoples’ lives the most. And I get an awful lot of that from 

history, so it’s less “worldbuilding” and more “recycling.” I read a lot of stuff 

about archeology, for instance. I get kind of impatient with people who have 

castles stuffed to the rafters with noble, wealthy people and never think about 

where they are going to sleep or who cleans out the latrines or where the crap 

goes once it’s been cleaned out. Not having that underpinning, bothers me. 

Even if I never show it, the underpinning is there, and more often than not it’s 

based on historical fact. 

  

ECM: How has the pandemic affected your worldbuilding? 

ML: The pandemic is not impacting my writing in any way except one. I am 

absolutely not writing anything with plague stories in it. I am fairly certain that 

people will be sick of the subject soon, if they are not already. 

  

ECM: You’ve said, on a number of occasions, that it was natural for you to 

write Vanyel (and, I extrapolate, Keren, Sherrill, and Ylsa) as gay so it 

wasn’t ground-breaking from the perspective of your experience, but 

reading those stories broke ground for a bunch of young readers. Where do 

you think ground has yet to be broken in YA? Is there anyone who you 

see working on breaking it? 



ML: There are honestly too many people doing groundbreaking things in YA for 

me to name at this point. Fantasy is reflecting how fast society around us is 

changing (for the most part, for the better) and that’s a good thing. Because 

there are still huge swaths of this and other countries where there are LGBT 

teens who are all alone in their little communities, where there is still stigma—

hell, where you can still get beaten half to death—if you come out. And the 

books that are coming out now are so much more available now, and the e-

readers make it so much easier for people to read them secretly, that those 

kids are being reached and comforted and supported at even earlier ages than 

when I wrote Arrows and Herald-Mage. 

  

ECM: I want to focus a bit on the early Valdemar books here because I’ve 

had just over thirty years to scrutinize them. Orthallen is such a 

menacing, evil guy. He’s involved in child trafficking. He’s behind at least 

two plots to kill Talia (and I think at least three). He clearly wants power 

for himself. In later books, you shifted perspectives more and readers got 

to see through the villains’ eyes. What did Orthallen see when he looked 

at Valdemar as he knew it? 

 

ML:He saw power and ultimate privilege that he wanted for himself, and he 

would do anything, say anything, to get it. I think you can infer who I would 

have modeled him after if I were writing those books today. Back when I was 

writing them, if I’d written him in the image of the God-Emperor Darth 

Cheetoh*, it would have been too over the top for my editor and she would have 

said, “Take it back a notch, that’s not realistic.” 

*The “h” on the end is deliberate. He is not properly represented by the 

delicious, name-brand snack food. He is the bottom-shelf, phony-brand, whose 

toxic orange color is not derived from cheese, or even “cheez,” but some 

carcinogenic, addictive food coloring made from fracking waste. 



 ECM: Interview questions are supposed to be open-ended, but I am DYING 

to know: 

1. Vanyel’s Curse didn’t prevent the existence of Herald Mages in 

Valdemar, but for centuries, there wasn’t anyone to identify or 

train Heralds who had the Mage Gift those Heralds mostly 

thought they had the Mind Gift of Farsight. That was Kris’s 

Gift. Was Kris one of the Mages among the Heralds who didn’t 

know he was a Mage? 

ML: Kris was indeed among the Heralds that didn’t know he was a Mage. 

There’s a clue in how those Heralds with Mage-Gift saw the world. If they look 

with their “inner eye” and see the glowing life-energy in living things (and I 

confess, I modeled that off “Kirlian Auras”) then they had Mage-Gift. 

 

2. Was Orthallen behind the attack on Hevenbeck in Arrow’s Flight? 

 

ML: He certainly was, the rat-bastard. Pudgy fingers in every pie, that one. 

3.  Do you meet a lot of readers who have a very specific 

interpretation of your work that they just really want you to affirm? 

AND how much of a pain is it when people do that? 

ML: I’m fine with it with one exception, and thank God I don’t encounter it very 

much. Maybe once or twice in thirty years (though it might be because these 

people are not the sort that would turn up at a con). Neofascists like to co-

opt everything, and because Valdemar is explicitly based on a Euro-centric 

model, there are some that would like very much to claim me for the Fascist 

Flag. Yeah, no, and if you come spouting that at me at best you’re going to get 

the stink-eye and at worst, I’ll call security on you. 

  

ECM: The most recent book in the Valdemar epic, Eye Spy, took the very 

important central idea behind Valdemaran governance—“There is no One 



True Way”—and expanded it a little farther than the stories have 

previously done to suggest that Valdemar is not the right place for 

everyone. What do you think is the most important critique of Valdemar? 

 

ML: It’s not a good place for the intolerant, and bear in mind that people can 

be intolerant because of what I call “hardening of the attitude” as they grow 

older and more inflexible and change frightens them, which is not entirely their 

fault. It’s also not a good place for anyone frightened by the new or by change; 

Valdemar tends to run right over people like that. 

Which means there are people who don’t belong there. And people who live just 

outside of Valdemar who may be living in fear because they see these liberal 

weirdos in Valdemar who will put up with anything, and what’s next? Dogs and 

cats sleeping together? 

And I deliberately put a system in place that will always guarantee that you 

have a monarch-for-life who puts the needs of the country way before his or 

her own needs, and it’s magical in nature, and that’s completely unrealistic. 

But hey, that’s why it’s called fantasy. 

  

ECM: You’ve written about disease outbreaks in Valdemar before—for 

example, winter sickness on Talia’s internship circuit with Kris and with 

the northern tribes in Owlknight. How would a disease like COVID-19 play 

out in a city like Haven with Heralds in charge of it? 

 

ML: As for how a disease like COVID-19 would play out in Haven, 

the Heralds absolutely would not be in charge of it. Everything to do with the 

disease, its treatment, and the orders to the population would be in the charge 

of the Healers. And most probably, since they do have a germ theory in 

Valdemar, the recommendations would be total isolation of the victims and a 

total lockdown of the city. 

  



ECM: For no reason other than that I’m a total nerd, I get super-excited 

every time one of your stories deals with Menmellith. Can you explain one 

or two of the key cultural differences between Menmellith and 

Rethwellen? 

 

ML: Rethwellen is based on Renaissance Italy. Menmellith is based on Medieval 

Germany. In Rethwellan, you get all the merchant-princes, and outright 

factional brawling, and city-states in a state of, if not actual war, certainly 

sniping. In Menmellith you get this steady, brick-by-brick hierarchy where This 

Is How Society Is and no one ever questions it. I cannot imagine a Peasant 

Revolt in Menmellith, for instance. 

  

ECM: Has Valdemar ever had a peasant revolt? What would Valdemar’s 

peasants revolt over? 

 

ML: I can’t imagine a peasant revolt against the crown in Valdemar. I can 

definitely imagine a peasant revolt against leaders who were conspiring against 

the crown. 

  

ECM: Mags has now featured in more of the Valdemar stories than any 

other character. There always seems to be another story to tell about him. 

What aspects of his character and his story keep you coming back to 

him? 

ML: Well Mags is really only ancillary to the Family Spies books; I had noticed 

there was a gaping hole in fantasy, which was that nobody ever writes about 

functional, loving, supportive families. And with Mags and Amily, I finally had a 

chance to fill that hole, so I did. Mags really only plays a “major” part in The 

Hills Have Spies, because that’s the first time he faces the thing every parent 

has to face—letting go and letting your kid do what he wants and needs to do 



without your guidance at every step. By the time you get to Abi in Eye Spy, he 

and Amily have made their peace with that, so Abi is much freer to go be 

herself. And in Spy, Spy Again, the training wheels are not only off Tory’s bike, 

they’re also off Prince Kee’s bike in a major way, so Mags scarcely does 

anything in that book. 

  

ECM: What’s next for Valdemar after Mags’s story is done? 

 

ML: Betsy Wollheim talked me into doing the Founding—the escape of Duke 

Valdemar and his entire duchy and the founding of a new home in a wild and 

distant place. And we’re going back to the “present” with a Gryphon book Larry 

and I are doing, Gryphon in Light about Kelvren (the Brave). 

  

ECM: You’ve never written from the perspective of a Companion, which 

makes sense to me—I desperately want to know all the things they know 

but I think in most circumstances they would be total plot-killers. But 

what do they know at the Founding? Would you consider showing readers 

a Companion’s perspective in those books? 

 

ML: I’d consider it, but remember, they’re essentially angels, and the Founding 

Three are archangels….I’ve done an angel in The Secret World Chronicles and 

like the Seraphym, what you’re likely to see is more the things they are 

constrained from doing or saying than anything else. 

  

ECM: What’s one thing that you know about the world of Velgarth that 

hasn’t shown up in the books yet? 

 



ML: The Sleepgivers! They’re going to be quite the surprise. They’ll be in Spy, 

Spy Again. You’ll be very surprised where they are and where they came from. 

  

ECM: What has surprised you the most about the way fans see Valdemar? 

 

ML: That it’s some place they’d like to live. Most people, once they think about 

it, probably wouldn’t want to live in most fantasy or science fiction worlds. But 

everyone I’ve talked to would like very much to live in Valdemar, and not just 

as a Herald, but as a perfectly ordinary person. They talk about rereading the 

books like it’s “coming home” and they see the books as a place where they 

could feel safe and wanted and appreciated. It’s certainly gratifying, because I 

felt the same way about Norton’s Witch World. 
 

☼ 

Collegium News: 

We have individual handouts for aspiring Heralds, Healers, Bards, Blues, 

Mercenaries, Tayledras, Shin'a'in, and White Winds Sorcerers/Sorceresses and 

instructions on how to work for Herald-Mage status if you are already a Herald 

or for a Kal'enedral if you are already a Shin'a'in.  You can find these handouts 

online at http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qohandouts.htm. 

All personae materials should be submitted by e-mail to 

queensownnewsletter@gmail.com  

➢ We do not have any persona to announce this month however we know 

of several personas in process. 
 

We have some personae who have not been formally announced yet.  Is yours 

one of them?  Let us know!   

If you are a returning member who has recently activated your membership in 

Queen’s Own and we have forgotten to list your welcome message, contact 

Danya at Shashtah@gmail.com and she’ll make sure you are greeted in the 

next newsletter. 

http://dragonlords.dragonfire.net/qohandouts.htm
mailto:queensownnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:Legend@malcor.com


Special Perk!  If you have a Facebook account, you can join the Secret Room 

to RP with your persona and to attend the QO RP events.  The next QO RP is 

scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month at 5:30 PM PST. (Please note 

we do NOT meet in November or December due to the holidays). You are 

cordially invited!  

☼ 

Story Prompt: 

It was almost midwinter, the fairs were in full swing and so were the grifters, 

and pickpockets. 

As always, if you would like any story published you can submit it to Herald 

Nalei Rayskeline for Golden Grove: sn.keeper@yahoo.com with Golden Grove in 

the subject line. 

[If any other fanzine editors would like to send us story prompts, we’d be happy 

to publish them!] 

☼ 

 

Raya 

By 

Unknown 

(If you drew this, let us know, and we’ll enter you in our contest.) 

mailto:sn.keeper@yahoo.com


Contest Announcements 

 

Book Review Contest: Please send along book 

reviews for any of the Valdemar books, old or new. 

Please keep the reviews spoiler free. All entrants will 

be featured within our new book review section of the 

newsletter, unless requested otherwise. The winner 

will be announced in the MARCH newsletter, and 

prize which is a Hard Cover book copy of Spy, Spy 

Again (Family Spies Book 3). This contest has been 

extended because we have not had any submissions. 

Please send in your submissions via email 

(queensownnewsletter@gmail.com ). 

 

☼ 

 

Publication News: 

Jolene (Elemental Masters Book 15), is out!  On Facebook 

and Goodreads we see that many of you are reading it.  

Write a review and send it to us, or cut and paste a review 

that you’ve written for Goodreads or Amazon. 

Please send us reviews of any of Misty’s works, old or 

new.  We love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

We have found a link for purchasing Misty’s books: 

https://www.bookbub.com/authors/mercedes-lackey?list=author_books 

mailto:queensownnewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.bookbub.com/authors/mercedes-lackey?list=author_books


This link can buy all Misty’s books in any format you would like. When I 

selected one of her books, I was given the link to several online shops: Amazon, 

Barnes & Noble, Google, Apple and Kobo. I like that I have the option 

regardless of my personal preference of tablet, paperback, hardback, new, 

used, audiobook. Check it out and let us know what you get, we are always 

looking for more reviews! 

☼ 

 

 

Book Review  

Lackey, Mercedes, ed. 2020. Passages. New York: DAW 

 

Reviewed by Linda A. Malcor 

Another wonderful anthology set in the Valdemar universe.  Misty seems to be 

gravitating toward non-Herald stories, although there are a couple in here.  
That does mean that I got one of my beloved Dann family tales by Fiona Paton, 
though I didn’t get a Herald Jors tale by Tanya Huff.  Herald Wil is back, trying 

to settle his daughter into Court so he isn’t dragging her all over Valdemar 
anymore.  Our Animal Mindspeech story is “A Nursery of Racoons” this time.  

There’s a mix of new, lesser-known and longtime authors.  I recommend it as a 
holiday gift or as a treat for yourself. 

☼ 



From Herald-Mage Adept Danya Winterborn: 

Well, I for one am not sorry to see 2020 heading out of our lives.  It’s been a 

rough year.  I’m just hoping that the apparent light at the end of the tunnel is 

not an oncoming train! 

 

I’ve really enjoyed our RPs this year.  I hope more of you can join us in 2021.  

Kaylan, Yarik and Danya will be settling down in Hotsprings, so more of our 

RPs will take place there.  It will be fun to see more of the locals. 

My fourth novel, Dragon Visions, is out, and the entire Dragonlords series is 

being pitched as a TV show to Netflix.  The Roman King Arthur, which I 

coauthored with John Matthews, is out on the market in Europe, and a 

documentary based on it is in the works.  I’m currently writing a book with 

John Matthews on the Sword in the Stone and an article about several 

archaeological finds associated with Lucius Artorius Castus (who I think was 

the historical King Arthur).  Several of my Italian friends are helping with the 

article, and it is set to be published in an Italian magazine. 

Remember to wear your masks!  I found one that is the LGBTQ flag and 

another that is a dragon and a phoenix flanking a sword in a stone.  Keep six 

feet apart, and wash your hands! 

Wishing you all well through the holiday season. 

Zhai’helleva, 

Danya 

☼ 

E-Resources: 

Misty’s official page: http://www.mercedeslackey.com/ 

The Queen’s Own website is at http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qo.htm  (I do 

need to update it, but a lot of good information is available there and some is 

actually current!) 

The Queen’s Own Facebook page is here: 

https://www.facebook.com/queensownfanclub/ 

 

http://www.mercedeslackey.com/
http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qo.htm
https://www.facebook.com/queensownfanclub/


The Queen’s Own Facebook group is here: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1607409292715707/  

Misty’s Facebook page is here:  https://www.facebook.com/MercedesLackey/ 

The Mercedes Lackey Fanclub group on Facebook is here:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2205058863/ 

The Queen’s Own (Valdemar Fan Club) Facebook group is here:  

https://www.facebook.com/queensownfanclub/ 

Mercedes Lackey Discord Server (over 5k followers) 

https://discord.gg/bookclub 

Amazon has a Mercedes Lackey page: http://www.amazon.com/Mercedes-

Lackey/e/B000APZNR0/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1459664793&sr=8-2-ent  

Barnes and Noble has a page for Misty here:  

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/contributor/mercedes-lackey/_/N-2khg 

If you know of any other e-resources, please let us know! 

 

☼ 

Chapters & Zines: 

Fanfiction can now be published long as you designate that you are doing so 

under a Creative Commons license.  You may not make any money off your 

fiction and you may NOT write a Valdemar novel. 

  

• Children of Velgarth:  Editor: Kendra Hosseini, aka Healer Adept 

Moonstar; E-mail: Queensownnewsletter@gmail.com. I publish new 

and old personae, even previously published persona if asked by 

members in this new, official QO zine. I will only accept what was sent 

in for your persona to Queen's Own to be recognized. Any fan fiction 

written later should be sent to one of the other zines who need it to 

keep their zines going. This fanzine will be published periodically when 

it reaches 80 pages or so. Zines will be available online only, and 

completely free. The zines will be in PDF format, which use adobe 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1607409292715707/
https://www.facebook.com/MercedesLackey/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2205058863/
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https://discord.gg/bookclub
http://www.amazon.com/Mercedes-Lackey/e/B000APZNR0/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1459664793&sr=8-2-ent
http://www.amazon.com/Mercedes-Lackey/e/B000APZNR0/ref=sr_tc_2_0?qid=1459664793&sr=8-2-ent
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/contributor/mercedes-lackey/_/N-2khg
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reader available for free from the Adobe website.  We have the first 6 

vols. available! 

• Golden Grove is now being published on a quarterly basis. For new 

subscriptions and to submit stories, poetry, personae requirements or 

other works based Misty’s stories please e-mail them 

to sn.keeper@yahoo.com with Golden Grove in the subject line. I am 

more than happy to help with any editing or beta reading. If anyone 

has old issues of Golden Grove and can get them to me, you can 

contact me at the email above. If you can scan them and get me digital 

copies that would be great, if not and you are willing to part with your 

copies, I’m willing to pay postage. 

• Queen’s Own (Valdemar Fan Club):  Here’s the Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2202088363/  (This is one of our 

more active chapters at the moment.  Let us know if you see any posts 

from Misty.  “Like” Misty’s Facebook page while you’re at it!)  

• The Vanyel Fan Club:  Contact:  Herald Bastian.  Website:  

http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/vfcindex.htm.  E-mail: 

Herald_Bastian@hotmail.com.  The Vanyel Fan Club is a chapter of QO 

that started out as an independent fan organization. The chapter is 

devoted to fans of Herald-Mage Vanyel Ashkevron from The Last Herald-

Mage Trilogy by Mercedes Lackey.  

☼ 

Personals:  

 Cookbook Project! Danya is helping to organize a cookbook project, 

first portion of this project is to sign up with Danya to which books you 

would like to look through, since this will help minimize duplication of 

effort. The information requested after you have signed up for a book is 

(book name, page #, name of food and description of scene). This 

project is open to all whom would like to join in, and we are hoping to 

add more details for this project in our next newsletter. Please send 

inquiries to Herald Mage Danya (shashtah@gmail.com).  

 Waystation Network announcement! Traveling abroad and looking 

for a bunk to sleep on without having to fumigate your waystation 

first…? I have a fold-out couch on offer as well as floor space with extra 

mailto:sn.keeper@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2202088363/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2202088363/
http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/vfcindex.htm
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(air) mattresses, available for wandering bards, heralds on circuit or 

hawkbrothers in search of an ekele (6th floor apartment      ). So, if 

you’re in the neighborhood (Leeuwarden area, The Netherlands, + 2 

hours north of Amsterdam by train – less by car) just contact me. 

Hanna B. Email: hannab@online.nl, Phone: +31(0)58 2665915 / +31 

(0)6 25422809. And wouldn’t it be nice to have a whole network of 

Waystations? If more of you are willing to offer spare beds and couches, 

I’m willing to set up a list to be available through QO. 

 Ellen Million Graphics is releasing a new collection of fantasy coloring 

books for (so-called) grown-ups: Mermaids, dragons, angels, and 

fantasy horses, oh my! Find these and more at 

http://www.ellenmilliongraphics.com/coloringbooks.php  

 Northwest Visions Studio--Art by Laura Cameron. Mixed Media 

Paintings & Drawings, Fine Art Prints, Commissions, Illustration.  Visit 

her website at:  http://www.lauracameron.net/  

 Dragon Visions by Linda A. Malcor is out in paperback and eBook! Art 

by Laura Cameron.  You can find it on Amazon and Barnes and Noble 

as well as at other online outlets. Get updates on the series at 

https://www.facebook.com/malcor.dragonlords/   

 From Angela K. Scott/ Herald Alora Vadel (Angela Rip Scott-Cox-as 

formatted on Facebook):  I continue to sell off everything I own & make, 

many misc. items (including Misty related) on eBay, as I am in crisis & 

this is my only source of any inadequate income & truly in desperate 

need! 

http://www.ebay.com/usr/affliktedangel?_trksid=p2047675.l2559 

Things under my business name "AKS Creations" -card packs, 

stationery, bookmarks, art prints, jewelry & etc.! Also, I'm still available 

for commission work.  You can contact me at UnicornAlora@gmail.com.  

 From Marianne D-B:  My sister, who died a couple years ago, was a 

huge Mercedes Lackey fan. I used to read the books with her, and we 

loved discussing them. She has a number of prints of Larry Dixon’s 

that I imagine some fan would like to have. I’m happy to sell them 

reasonably. They are all framed prints, each about 9 1/4” x 12” (framed 

size). Here’s what I have:  

➢ Darkwind & Vree, 1991  

mailto:hannab@online.nl
http://www.ellenmilliongraphics.com/coloringbooks.php
http://www.ellenmilliongraphics.com/coloringbooks.php
http://www.lauracameron.net/
http://www.lauracameron.net/
https://www.facebook.com/malcor.dragonlords/
https://www.facebook.com/malcor.dragonlords/
http://www.ebay.com/usr/affliktedangel?_trksid=p2047675.l2559.
http://www.ebay.com/usr/affliktedangel?_trksid=p2047675.l2559.
http://www.ebay.com/usr/affliktedangel?_trksid=p2047675.l2559.


➢ Firesong, 1991  

➢ Darkwind & Elspeth, 1991  

➢ Starblade & Hyllar, 1991  

➢ Tre’valen & Dawnfire, 1991  

➢ Silverfox & The Returned Tribe, 1991  

➢ Elspeth & Gwena, 1991  

➢ Iceshadow, 1991  

 You can contact me at duddyburkem@aol.com.  

☼ 

Queen's Own is the official Mercedes Lackey Appreciation Society.  Our 

purpose is to share our enjoyment of Misty's worlds.  We are a fan-run not-for-

profit organization, not a business.  Our address of publication is no longer 

physical.  We are online at http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qo.htm.  We also 

have a Facebook page and Group chat list. 

This newsletter is published solely to inform and entertain the club's 

membership; no infringement of anyone's copyrights is intended. 

Newsletters are published on (or near) the first of each month. 

Editor/co-President: Herald-Mage Adept Danya Winterborn (L.A. Malcor 

Shashtah@gmail.com) Author of Dragonlords of Dumnonia:  

http://www.dragonlordsnet.com 

Co-President: Healer Adept Moonstar k’Vala k’Sheyna, (Kendra Hosseini, 

healermoon@gmail.com) 

The featured artists for the online version of the newsletter is Larry Dixon, & 

Laura Cameron.  All images are copyrighted by them.  Please do not reuse 

them without their permission.  If you would like your art to be featured in the 

online version of the QO newsletter, send .jpgs to 

queensownnewsletter@gmail.com. 
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The newsletter will be available online after approximately one week at: 

http://www.dragonlordsnet.com/qonews.htm  
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